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This famous work by Lucretius is a masterpiece of didactic poetry, and it still stands today as the
finest exposition of Epicurean philosophy ever written. The poem was produced in the middle of
first century B.C., a period that was to witness a flowering of Latin literature unequaled for beauty
and intellectual power in subsequent ages. The Latin title, De Rerum Natura, translates literally
to On the Nature of Things and is meant to impress the reader with the breadth and depth of
Epicurean philosophy.The poem's scope, even by modern standards, is staggering. Lucretius
peers into the secrets of nature with a kind of innocent curiosity and offers a "scientific"
explanation for all sorts of phenomena: stars and planets, oceans and rivers, plant life,
reproductive activities, the soul and immortality, and the nature of the gods, among others.
According to Lucretius, mankind can be freed from the stifling structures of religion and
superstition by studying the works of the Greek philosopher Epicurus. All it takes is the strength
of character to look at the natural world in an uncompromisingly level and unemotional way, to
observe and live in the world according to precepts laid down by the great Epicurus in the fourth
century B.C. That being so, according to Lucretius, it will be possible for man to lay aside
superstition and fear and to become as godlike as he can.Even though humanity was driven by
hungers and passions it little understood at the time, Lucretius' bold poem sought to embolden
men with the self-confidence to get along in the world without recourse to myths and gods. In
order to free themselves, men would have to adopt a personal code of self-responsibility that
consisted of living and speaking personal truths founded on the work of Epicurus. On the Nature
of Things is about the universe and how men should live in it.

This book has many strengths. It is a wonderful memorial to the almost mind-boggling size and
scope of the Rouge facility. It is also a testament to Ford products and Ford himself, whose
personality appears to have been woven into the factory. Bryan's book is absolutely fascinating
and a must read for anyone interested in the history of the automobile, or Henry Ford. It
wonderfully captures a bygone era in America capitalism when bigger was better and when
American innovations and production ruled the world. ― Michigan Historical ReviewThis 288-
page book is an absolute must for Fordophiles and historians. ― Old Cars MagazineA visual
treat and a magnificent tribute to American auto history, every coffee table in the country would
be proud to hold this 288-page book. As absolute must for Fordophiles and historians alike." ―
Old AutosIt is always a pleasure to learn that a record is being set straight or a story is being told
that has not been heard completely. It is an even greater pleasure when one discovers that it is
done with style, accuracy, and great visual appeal. Ford Bryan's book, Rouge: Pictured in Its
Prime, is just this sort of historical presentation. The story of Ford Motor Company's world-
famous Rouge factory has been told in footnotes and photo essays, but never in the kind of



detail presented by Mr. Bryan. . . . Rouge: Pictured in Its Prime joins a solid shelf of equally fine
books by Ford Bryan that document the many facets, friends, and activities of Henry Ford. --
William Clay Ford ― Detroit businessman and current chairman and chief executive officer of
Global Automotive AllianceBook DescriptionAn illuminating photographic tour of Henry Ford's
famous Rouge plant-an industrial site that signifies an era's triumph in integrated manufacturing
and economic progress.About the AuthorFord R. Bryan, who lives in Dearborn, Michigan, has
written many books about Henry Ford, including Friends Families,& Forays, Clara: Mrs. Henry
Ford, The Fords of Dearborn, Henry's Lieutenants, Beyond the Model T, and Henry's Attic (all
Wayne State University Press). He joined Ford Motor Company as a spectrochemical analyst.
His yen for writing led him to the Ford Archives, where he found a gold mine of material about his
own family and about his favorite subject, Henry Ford.Read more
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Gary Upshaw, “A Struggle to Read but Well Worth it. Titus Lucretius Carus (c.99 – c.55 BC) a
Roman poet and philosopher was 2000 years ahead of his time. The book, a translation of
Lucreatius poem, is difficult to read, but enough to glean most of the ideas, which are the
Epicurian theories of atoms and cosmology, the spirit and body and gods. The theories are
developed by pure logical deduction from careful observations of the natrual world. He gives
solid arguments, mostly by means of metaphor and analogy that matter is constructed from a
finite number of types of atoms, and that those atoms can be arranged in an infinite number of
ways to give the infinite variety of objects in the universe, just like a finite set of letters of the
alphabet can be arranged into an infinite number of words, each with a different color, smell,
feel, etc. Lucretius argues that a vacuum exists between atoms, and the atoms are in constant
motion, which he called the Swerve. He is a proponent of realism- that matter is all that is
required to explain the world and gods are not required. He argues the Earth should be a
sphere, that the universe is finite, and hints at the second law of thermodynamics and
entropy.The excellent book about the chance discovery of the poem by Lucretius is 'The Swerve:
How the World Became Modern' by Stephen Greenblatt is well worth the read Some American
History”

Eric, “Imagine writing a poem that covers everything we know... Lucretius does this for his time
and it is amazing.. Ancient understandings of the cosmos, evolution, atoms, man's place in the
animal kingdom, that are spot on. The heralding of the insignificance of any "gods", spirits,
fairies, monsters and and such and the insistence of the death of the mind/soul upon the death
of the body & no craven desperate need given to the belief of an afterlife, or of a ridiculous place
with God, spirits & our souls. All composed in a wonderful poem. It would be like writing a poem
of all of our cuurent understandings "Of The Nature Of Things" - it was a monumental task to
execute such a poem, as Lucretius did in his time. This is a must have book for any Humanist,
free-thinker, scientifically oriented person. It is also for people who believe in myths, they,
perhaps more than anyone -should read Lucretius too. For, it is amazing to learn that the secular,
non-religious intellectual opinions of people from around 500 BC were actually quite accurate
and concurrent to modern science.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A strange and amazing classic. This book had an amazing impact when
I was in high school. Just reading it again now. A classic of ancient philosophy, not an easy read.”

genericbloke, “A revelation. It's remarkable stuff really, the genesis of modern science,
suppressed for hundreds of years by the Christian church, as it synthesises the works &
worldview of Epicurus & Democritus (of we have we have very little extant) into a single volume.
Rendered as an epic poem. It's lyrical & logical, and deeply in love with the world. It's certainly
not for everyone. But if you're reading the philosophers as I am, it's a worthy addition and



waypoint on your travels through antiquity.”

Ray Chanley, “Thought Provoking. I wondered if I would find this 2000 year old poem relevant to
my 21st century life. It is. On The Nature of Things is almost a reference book of everyday
subjects from pain, harmony, love, touch, taste and free will. It also goes on the broader subjects
such as life, rain, atoms, religion, earth and the universe. The outline of the poem gives you a
broad idea of what Lucretius is talking about, and the index lets you quickly find his thoughts on
any given subject. I find that I pick up the book when I'm thinking about something, and I wonder
what Lucretius has to say about it. I would suggest this book to any independant thinker.”

B. S., “The book-cover made the sale!. We were looking for this book at first for the front cover,
which is rare and and his painter is one my husband's favorite artist, then, after we read the
book we enjoyed the book more than ever. The seller did an excellent job in sending the book
fast (overseas) and the price was appropriate  as well, thank you!”

PETER B., “Good Read. Very interesting concept of life.”

Lauren, “Wally works at my school!. Walter Englert is a humanities professor at my college so it
was fun to read this work while having him teach us about it. Lucretius was definitely on of the
most profound authors we read in the course.”

The book by Ford R. Bryan has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 75 people have provided feedback.
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